The influence of aging on intestinal absorption of vitamin B12 and niacin in rats.
The intestinal absorption of doses of vitamin B12 and of niacin was examined in 6, 12, and 24 months old female Wistar rats. Rats were dosed via stomach tube with radioactive forms of the vitamins and were killed 16 hours later. Percent of the dose remaining in the stomach and gastrointestinal tract and in the collected feces was determined. Absorption of the two vitamins was not influenced by the age of the animals.